Dr Cooper recieves award 


BY: PETER FRIESWICK 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


In the past, recipients of the Nobel 
Peace Prize had to mother starving 
orphans in Calcutta or create peaceful 
solutions to apartheid—now in 2009, 
apparently they just have to be Barak 
Obama. 


This brings to mind the question: what 
exactly has Obama done to be worthy 
of the prize? In January of this year, 
Mr. Obama made history as being 

the first African-American president 

of the United States. Since inaugura- 
tion, President Obama's made rousing 
speeches about “change”, frustrated 
peace efforts in the Middle East (and 
one wonders, should the U.S. even 
play mediator?), and begun the proc- 
ess of forming a pseudo-socialized 
healthcare system for his country; 
none of which are worthy of Nobel’s 
distinguished honour. 


When one considers that Obama has 
been president less than a year, and 
that the deadline to nominate some- 
one for the prize closed 12 days after 
he entered office, it is a mystery how 
he was nominated for the award, let 
alone how he had the audacity to ac- 
cept it. 

A flurry of outraged and baffled people 
attacked the Nobel committee’s deci- 
sion. One, a student in Israel wrote 

in his blog, “Thank you Nobel Prize 
Committee for awarding the most 
ridiculous Nobel Prize for Peace since 
1994, when you awarded one to the 
terrorist leader Yasser Arafat...Well 
done and kudos!” 


The Nobel committee justified their 
decision by saying, “Only rarely has a 
person to the same extent as Obama 
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captured the world’s attention and 
given its people hope for a better 
future.” 

In other words, “Let’s pat Mr. Obama 
on the back because he’s a nice guy.” 


Being a nice guy, however, shouldn't 
be enough to get someone a Nobel. 
Mohandas Gandhi was more than 

just a nice guy, and he didn't receive 
the award though he was nominated 
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The Politics of Peace 


for it five times. So why give Obama 
an award on the basis of his con- 
spicuously absent list of peaceable 
achievements? Perhaps because he’s 
black and he’s eloquent. 


I’m not being racist, I’m pointing out 
a fact. As the first African-American 
leader of the United States, Presi- 
dent Obama embodies the slogan of 
“change” that he touts to the masses 
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in his speeches. Since it was once 
thought impossible for a black man to 
get into office, his presence there sug- 
gests the possibility for other people 
to change the situations they find 
themselves in. 


Essentially, the award is tantamount to 

racism, because it is not being given 

to Obama for any contribution, other 
(Continued on page 11) 


Music room renovations 


BY: CALVIN VAN HARTEN 
CROWN REPORTER 


The music department is not being ne- 
glected among the many exciting im- 
provements to Redeemer’s campus. In 
fact, a $90,000 renovation, whose cost 
is being split between Redeemer and 
the Canadian federal government, is 
causing much excitement among the 
music department's staff and students. 
Fourth year music prodigy Kyle Reid 
awaits the completion with anticipa- 
tion saying, “I’m really excited to see 
the new facilities up in action and am 
looking forward to the growth that will 
develop within the musical community 
at Redeemer!” 

The renovations are occurring on the 
bottom floor of Redeemer in the music 
room across from the security office. 


The expansion will add two new rooms 
that have been designed by a record- 
ing engineer. One will include eight 
new keyboards attached to comput- 
ers with music writing software, along 
with minor recording abilities. The sec- 
ond will be used for small ensembles 
and private lessons. It will, perhaps 
most importantly, contain an impres- 
sive recording booth with controllable 
acoustics and extremely minimal noise 
bleeding. 

Professor Thorlakson explains 
that, as a result of these renovations, 
Redeemer will undoubtedly “see huge 
growth in the music department as 
three to four new classes could be 
added to the curriculum, practical key- 
board skills will now be offered, and 
hands-on composition becomes avail- 


able.” Some of these renovations will 
be completed between the end of 
October and mid-November, 
while the rest will become fully opera- 
tional by January. So, if you are walk- 
ing by, poke your head in and have a 
look! These are exciting new changes 
that are dramatically impacting Re- 
deemer's programs and students. 


Comment on this article at: 
TheCrown.ca 


Voice your opinion! 


Next month’s “focus question” 
is about competition. Should 
Christians be competetive? 


* Is it good for fans to intimi- 
_ date the competition? — 

* Can athletes really “leave 

_ iton the field” after a rough 
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University Life’ 
BY: THE REGISTRAR’s 
OFFICE STAFF 


To the Crown: 


Bravo on your first issue of 2009- 
2010! While we applaud your efforts, 
we were disheartened by the reference 
to our office in Jonathon Gale's article 
to First Years, “A Short Guide to Univer- 
sity Life”. In his article of helpful tips, 
Gale says, of faculty advisors, “Talk to 
them especially when picking cours- 
es — the Registrar's Office can miss 
courses you need, and you don't want 
to stay an extra semester to take one 
lousy class.” We do strongly encour- 
age students to get to know their fac- 
ulty advisors, who are a great source of 
information about the range of classes 
offered. However, we believe this to 
be a thoroughly unfair characterization 
of the staff in the Registrar's Office. 
We work hard each year, meeting with 
students individually to help them plan 
their course of study. This is not a serv- 
ice that students would be likely to find 
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salary salvation 


BY: JORDAN BURGSMA 
EDITORIN CHIEF 


I’m sitting outside on a cold October 
day, making a crude attempt at being 
productive while still participating in my 
family’s fishing trip to a cottage that we 
make every thanksgiving. It isn't work- 
ing. | should be click-clacking away, 


| but the truth is, that last phrase took 


me ten minutes to write. So, instead 
of click-clacking on my keyboard, I’m 


mant| click-slacking on my mouse. Instead 


of poll-stats, I’m browsing lolcats, los- 
ing my creative vibe and getting myself 
stuck in-between family fun and getting 
stuff done. It’s chilly, and my skin is 
balling up at the hairs like the down- 
robbed turkey on the table beside me. 


| I'm cold because rather than holing 


myself up in a room alone to finish my 


__ | mountain of coursework, I've plugged 


| in outside to make an attempt to be 
| with my family and be productive at 
| the same time. |’m feeling another kind 
| of chill, though; it's frosting my bones 


| like a walk to school in a thin sweater 


| — too much to simply forget about, but 
| not enough to make you turn around 
| and grab a coat. It's that responsibility 


bug, the one that keeps each of your 


} worries on rotation; money, school, 


grades, employment, relationships, 


and Halo stats — and they’re all urgent 


__| enough that when they come up on the 
__|{ fotisserie, you think about them. 


We all know we shouldn’t wor- 
ry; God says himself in scripture, “Look 


| at the birds of the air; they do not sow 
| or reap or store away in barns, and yet 


at a larger university. While mistakes 
do happen whenever humans are in- 
volved, we strive to provide excellent 
advising and service to our students. 
When we make a mistake, we do eve- 


rything we can to make things right — 


always looking to the best interests of 
the students. We know that the major- 
ity of Redeemer students are pleased 
with the help they receive from our of- 
fice and are grateful for the personal 
attention shown to them. We would 
like First Year students, especially, to 
know that they can trust the team in 
our office to handle their academic pro- 
gram needs efficiently and swiftly. Be- 
yond this level of service, we also care 
deeply about the lives of each student 
who walks through our doors. 


Sincerely, 


The Registrar's Office staff 


Comment on this article at: 
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} your heavenly Father provides them 


with a tank of gas weekly” - or, some- 


} thing like that (as the lolcats would say, 


‘im in ur newzpapr, contextualizin’). 


| For some reason, despite all the good 
~ 1 sense telling us that God is our bridge 

| over troubled water, and all of these 
— worries will soon be water under the 


bridge, we still seem to hold on to that 
shaky feeling that it won’t be okay; that 
no matter how hard we work, we won't 
get a job, we won't get our papers done 
in time, and they'll be ful of typpos. 


the highest on the scale. Transmitta- 
ble between humans through airborne 
means, this new strain circled the globe 
in just a few short months, making it 
the first flu pandemic in 41 years. The 
reason for such particular virulence 
is said to be found in H1N1’s recent 
mutation, combining four pre-existing 
influenza strains into one. Through a 
genetic process called reassortment, 
the hybrid virus now contains strains 
derived from humans, birds, and pigs. 
This phenomenon occurs when a host 


In June of this year, Margaret Chan of 
the World Health Organization officially 
declared H1N1 (swine flu) influenza 
as a pandemic with an alert level of 6, 


Editorial: Responsibility, pending 


Here's my theory — and it has put my 
mind temporarily at ease almost every 
time — soon, there will come a major 
event when everything will fall into 
place. Even though that isn’t true, it 
still calms me down for a short time. 
| stopped stressing over a speeding 
ticket when | promised myself nev- 
er to go faster than 20 over again. | 
once thought that | would probably do 
all of my readings when | was in my 
second — no, third — no, fourth year. | 
once thought that when my career fi- 
nally depends on it, I'll get my projects 
done ahead of time, and not the night 
before. 

But | can rest my mind once 
again, because | know for certain that 
when | finally get paid for my work at a 
real job, I'll start scheduling my work- 
load better. I'll be getting out of debt, 
and I'll be on the road to responsibility. 
My salary will be my savior. 

.. fight? 

In my experience; making new 
plans and hoping for something to 
come along and kick you in the pants 
doesn’t work. Sometimes, you just 
have to get the work done. If you’re 
like me, you think that someday you'll 
have a perfectly laid out schedule, you'll 
treat school like a 9-5 job, and get all of 
your work done in time to spend your 
evenings relaxing a little. What | really 
need to do instead is get things done 
my way: jumping from task to task, 
making a mess of the living room, and 
letting a little panic set me in motion. 
Tearing through my work inthe nick 
of time like it’s Helter-Skelter may ap- 
pear foolish, but thinking I'll someday 
be perfect without taking small steps 
first is just plain dumb. Maybe If | get a 
good habit or two developed this year, 
| won't need an epiphany when | start 
my career! 

One last word of advice: while 
it is never too late to start, take the 
steps to be responsible right away! 


Comment on this article at 
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Getting sick from swine 
flu paranoia 


BY PAUL BRESCHUK, THE LANCE (UNIVERSITY OF 
WINDSOR) WINDSOR, ONT. (CUP) 


is simultaneously infected by two differ- 
ent strains of the virus. There is, how- 
ever, a much simpler explanation for 
its lightning quick promulgation across 
the globe. Because it is a new virus, 
its hosts haven't yet had the chance 
to build immunity. It seems, therefore, 
that we are more susceptible to con- 
tracting the virus. Yet, could that be the 
extent of the bad news? The symptoms 
of H1N1 infection mirror that of the 
common seasonal flu, including sore 
throat, fever, nausea, diarrhea, coughs 
and sneezes, headache, and mus- 
cle or joint soreness, Fortunately, the 
duration of the sickness is said to last 
approximately one week, also on par 


(continued on next page) 
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Swine flu paranoia 


(Continued from Page 2) 


with more typical flu strains. [Subhead] 
Just hype? While its spread has been 
remarkably quick, the overall severity 
of its symptoms has been far less than 
initially predicted. With approximately 
4,000 worldwide deaths to date, H1N1 
appears to be no more dangerous than 
the seasonal flu — yet health officials 
remain concerned about the possibility 
of further mutations of the strain which 
could cause a drastic increase in its 
strength. It is this concern that fuels 
daily media reports which increasingly 
resemble dramatic, if not apocalyptic, 
Hollywood scripts. The emergence 
of such a superbug would mean that 
the world could be ravaged by an an- 
tibiotic-resistant killing machine: the 
stuff that horror films are made of. With 
this in mind, it is not difficult to imag- 
ine scores of misled citizens stocking 
up on gloves, duct tape, and breathing 
masks. After all, this better-safe-than- 
sorry philosophy is what also drove 
Y2K survivalists into bomb shelters. It 
is not entirely irrational to fear H1N1. 
Though, certain actions in the recent 
months seem to cross the boundary 
of reasonable preventative measures. 
The Egyptian government, for exam- 
ple, deemed it necessary to slaughter 
400,000 pigs despite having reported 
no confirmed swine flu cases. Various 
citizens of New York have been seen 
walking around the streets wearing face 
masks, despite their proven ineffectu- 
ality. In Mexico, soccer teams played 
to completely empty stadiums. And in 
China, more than 70 Mexican vaca- 
tioners were rounded up and quaran- 


tined despite being completely healthy. 
Strange incidents have been occurring 
in Canada, as well. Manitoban First Na- 
tions reserves received body bags from 
Health Canada when they had merely 
asked for medical supplies. Aside from 
being a public relations nightmare, this 
symbolic gesture draped a shadowy 
cloud of doom over whole communi- 
ties. It is no wonder, then, why Chief 
Ken Chalmers of the Birdtail Sioux 
First Nation felt his only option was 
to completely isolate his community 
from the rest of Canada. One has to 
ask how long they would be willing or 
able to segregate themselves. Is this 
the kind of precautionary planning we 
have to look forward to in the coming 
months? At the University of Windsor, 
the school’s emergency planning com- 
mittee intends to enact more practical 
measures. University spokesperson 
Lori Lewis said that the school’s pan- 
demic flu plan was shaped long before 
H1N1 reached its pandemic status, 
which is evidenced by the early instal- 
lation of hand sanitizers throughout 
campus buildings. Universities across 
Canada have taken similar measures 
Thus far, it seems as though the virus 
has not lived up to its perilous billing. At 
least, it’s not lived up the hype propa- 
gated by the media and health agen- 
cies. Lewis insists that they’re glad to 
see overreaction by such authorities. 
“We want to be over-prepared,” she 
said. “We've planned for the worst and 
hoped for the best. And in the end, 
what’s happened is that students are 
now more mindful of the flu, regardless 
if it’s H1N1 or just the seasonal vari- 
ety. “No one knew how severe. the pan- 
demic would be. And, unfortunately, 
there’s still a chance that it could take 


a turn for the worse since it’s still early 
in the season,” adds Lewis. “It’s good 
that people are at least more aware of 
what they can do to prevent the catch- 
ing and spreading of the virus.” [Sub- 
head] The vaccine Perhaps the most 
frustrating aspect of H1N1, besides the 
repeated bathroom visits for its unlucky 
victims, is the growing confusion re- 
garding vaccinations. In recent years, 
many Canadians have become accus- 
tomed to seasonal flu shots. These in- 
oculations, however, do nothing to min- 
imize the risk of catching the new flu. 
Through a $400 million contract with 
American pharmaceutical giant, Glaxo- 
SmithKline, the Canadian government 
has purchased 50.4 million doses of a 
new H1N1 vaccine (an amount which 
covers the country’s entire population). 
Since the World Health Organization 
has raised the pandemic alert level to 
its maximum category, the government 
has fast-tracked the approval process 
for the vaccine, guaranteeing its avail- 
ability by November. This rushed de- 
livery has some concerned about the 
safety of such a relatively untested vac- 
cine, though Dr. Andrew Potter, director 
of the Vaccine and Infectious Diseases 
Organization at the University of Sas- 
katchewan, says the rush isn’t much 
different than any other year. “If it were 
anything other than influenza, | might 
worry,” he said, “but every year new 
strains are put into the vaccine. The 
manufacturing process is exactly what 
it is for other influenza vaccines.” He 
adds that normally the vaccine would 
be given an extended testing period, 
but is instead getting an accelerated 
testing period. “However you have to 
realize it has already been tested in 
Europe,” said Potter. “I have no worries 


above and beyond what you would usu- 
ally have with the seasonal vaccine.” 
Whether the government scraps the 
vaccine or not, the good news is that 
authorities have a month to sort out the 
issue. Hopefully, in that time, people 
will realize that H1N1 is just the flu (with 
a different name). Prevention At the 
University of Windsor, the pandemic flu 
plan emphasizes prevention as the key 
to overcoming the challenges posed by 
H1N1. Such preventative measures in- 
clude: - Practicing good hand hygiene 
by frequent hand washing - Coughing 
or sneezing into sleeves or elbow folds 
instead of hands - Properly disposing 
soiled tissues - Regularly sanitizing 
contact surfaces such as doorknobs 
and keyboards with antibacterial wipes 
or sprays - Avoiding hand contact 
with one’s eyes, mouth, and nose - 
Practicing social distancing and the 
minimization of hand shaking - Know- 
ing the signs and symptoms of H1N1 
(notably: fever, cough, sore throat). 
For more information about H1N1, 
visit: http:/Awww.wechealthunit.org. 


Comment on this article at: 
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C6 Friendship is like 
peeing on yourself: 
everyone can see it, but 


only you get the warm 
feeling that 
it brings. a5 


anonymous 


Dr. Robert Sternberg charms Annual Education Symposium 


BY: JORDAN BURGSMA 
EDITORIN CHIEF 


A funny man with a grin charmed an 
auditorium of perked ears on October 
8 — and they likely learned something, 
too. Dr. Robert Sternberg spoke to a 
mottled gathering made up of educa- 
tion and psychology students, practic- 
ing teachers, university professors, 
school board representatives, princi- 
ples, and many others, satisfying fu- 
rious note-takers and casual listeners 
alike. The topic was “Educating for 
Successful Intelligence and Creativ- 
ity”, and Dr. Sternberg spoke simply 
on the basis of his Triarchic Theory of 
intelligence, and the branches of his 
writing. Making complicated psycho- 


‘One Love’ 


BY: CALVIN VANHARTEN 
CROWN REPORTER 


Sure, you are at Redeemer to receive 
an education, to study hard, and to 
eventually be rewarded with an excel- 
lent career of your choosing... but re- 
ally, what use is a wonderful job and 
lots of money if you come home to an 
empty house with no one to support or 
care for? Would you feel fulfilled and 
entirely content? So, you must also be 
here with the intent, however far back 


logical concepts easy to understand 
with ordinary language appeared to 
be a natural activity for him, and those 
who were fortunate enough to attend 
were able to understand, learn, and 
even laugh a little. When explaining 
why he emphasizes nurturing crea- 
tivity in the classroom, Dr. Sternberg 
used examples effectively in his talks, 
and interacted well with the afternoon 
session's panel, and made a special 
point to interact with some students 
afterwards. This conference brought 
together people from a variety of edu- 
cational organizations, and further ce- 
mented Redeemer’s place in the intel- 
lectual community in Ontario. 
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in your mind, to snag a spouse - and 
you are only one among many others 
who share the same intentions. But, 
with so many options how do you find 
the right person? When you finally do, 
what are the steps towards a Godly re- 
lationship? If these questions resonate 
with you, and undoubtedly they do, 
the One Love Conference at Dundas 
Calvin Church that kicked off October 
2 was for you. 


Amidst beautiful worships sessions, 
Pastor Paul Vanden Brink engagingly 
explained the importance of searching 
first for philos love (deep friendship) be- 


Dr. Sternbera speaks. Oct 8 


fore eros (superficial attraction) as the 
latter will always result from the former 
but not the other way around. Increas- 
ingly, in today’s image-based society, 
relationships are founded almost ex- 


Photo bv Nathan Giancola 


clusively in the superficial and physi- 
cal. Pastor Vanden Brink explained 
that “looks fade, but personality lasts a 
life time.” 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Dearest first-years:Facul 


The REAL reason you chose to be a history/math/religion/sociolo- 
gy-social work/etc. major 


At this time in a first year’s life, so many 
changes are occurring (e.g. sleep pat- 
terns, otherwise known as “excessive 
napping”) that it’s a good thing faculty 
at Redeemer are pleasantly consist- 
ent. Between Faber’s charm, Need- 
ham’s sweater vests, Slate’s cookies 
and Chang's British-accent, they all 
make you feel at home and safe with 
their unique character traits. Believe 
me, there will be a time when you'll 
find comfort in spotting Professor 
Cuthill stride down the halls (it’s un- 
mistakable) or your heart skipping a 
beat when Professor Wolters breaks 
out in Hebrew (for no apparent rea- 
son other than he can and you can't.) 


Oh, and don’t get me started on that 
man and the legend of his fanny pack. 
Let me just say that the ROM might 
have borrowed the Dead Sea Scrolls 
from his fanny...pack. Sure, that’s pret- 
ty amazing, but there’s more. Have you 
ever wondered why no one has found 
the Ark of the Covenant? Yep, in the 
fanny! | heard a rumor once that George 


Lucas approached Wolters, request- 
ing the use of the Ark of the Covenant 
for Indiana Jones, but Wolters spit on 
Lucas, said a “your momma,” joke en- 
tirely in Greek, THEN used a Jedi mind 
trick to convince Lucas he was actually 
Steven Spielberg. Steven Spielberg}! 
(Note, the Crown would like the reader 
to note that the entire paragraph the 
reader just read is entirely hear-say. 
Hear-say that took the writer twenty min- 
utes to hear-and-say-and-expand-on.) 


Tidbit: Redeemer professors word too 
hard for too little. 


They do more work than they will ever 
be adequately paid for. My wild imagi- 
nation tells me that they’re probably 
paid under the table with Bennett's 
gift certificates. You try paying the hy- 
dro bill with $10 worth of apple cider! 
Tidbit: Redeemer professors care. 
Professors like you; they really, really 
like you. Well, unless you're a first-year. 


First-years just rub a few of these bril- 
liant scholars the wrong way with the 
lack of attendance and interest (core 
courses, | get it!). They will eventually 
like you, just give it time and do the read- 
ings once and awhile. By second-year 
they'll be wrapped around your pinkie; 
except some of the history professors. It 
takes to third-year for them to warm up. 


Without this becoming sappier than a 
Hallmark made-for-TV movie, here’s 
the thing - you are not just another 
number to them. Unlike other, larger 
universities where there are 20,000 
students in attendance and four Tim 
Hortons on-campus. Redeemerites 
have the benefit of being known by 
their professors. This is a very good 
thing. Most of the students | know 
decided to be in their programs be- 
cause they love their professors. It 
isn’t church history alone that catches 
one’s attention, or ecosystem analy- 
sis that sparks interest. The subjects 
are good but the teachers are great. 


BY: JOY JOHNSON 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


If you’re new and haven't declared 
your major, you don't need to worry. 
It isn’t the end of the world. Besides, 
you'll change your major two or three 
or six times in the next four years. The 
next time you are asked at a dorm 
dinner to state your major, and you 
don’t have one, just make something 
up. Honestly, who wouldn't believe 
you were at Redeemer to major in lin- 
guistics. Really, who just realized that 
Redeemer doesn’t even HAVE a lin- 
guistics program? We don't, do we? 


Now, first-years, remember: Appreci- 
ate the professors you have and will 
have throughout your time at school. 
They have written more words than 
they'll force you to write, they have 
paid more for their education than 
what’s sane, they have the power 
to make your life difficult and they 
don't like it when you snore in their 
classes. They are Redeemer’s faculty 
and they’re here to stay, unless Trin- 
ity Western offers them more money. 


Comment on this article at 
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President Justin Cooper to be inducted into 
Hamilton Gallery of Distinction 


Each year the Hamilton Gallery of Dis- 
tinction inducts six Hamiltonians to be 
honoured for their contributions for the 
city and its citizens for enhancing Ham- 
ilton’s reputation around the world. The 
gallery honours has previous inducted 
156 artists, politicians, business mag- 
nates, philanthropists, pioneers and 
city forefathers. 


This year, Redeemer’s own President 
Justin Cooper will be formally inducted 
during the 2009 Awards Dinner held on 
November 4th, 2009. 


Dr. Cooper was nominated by Terry 
Cooke, President of Cooke Capital, 
Ltd., and his application was supported 
by Dr. Peter George, Ron Foxcroft and 


Dr. Doug Barber. The application out- 
lined not only his accomplishments at 
Redeemer, but also his extensive work 
promoting the City of Hamilton through 
his service on the Board of the Ham- 
iton Chamber of Commerce and as 
a member of its Government Affairs 
Committee. He is also a member of the 
Jobs Prosperity Collaborative (formerly 


FROM: REDEEMER.CA 
NEWS AND EVENTS 


known as the Hamilton Civic Coalition), 
committed to promoting Hamilton’s 
prosperity through job creation and re- 
tention. 


This is great news for both Dr. Cooper 
and Redeemer as it speaks to our larg- 
er, public mission outside the walls of 
the academy. 


C.L.E.A.R. 


There is often discussion among Re- 
deemer students about “the Redeemer 
bubble”. This refers to the idea that 
there exists little contact between Re- 
deemer students and the rest of the 
world. On a whole, however, this is 
not the case. There are numerous 
programs, events, speakers and ac- 
tivities that link Redeemer with the ‘real 
world’. One of the organizations which 
attempts to pierce through the barriers 
separating Redeemer from the sur- 
rounding city introduces itself through 
the acronym C.L.E.A.R., or Continuous 
Learning and Education At Redeemer. 


C.L.E.A.R., which debuted in August of 
2009, strives to open up education and 
higher learning offering courses on ar- 
eas of creative interest for the general 
public as well as Redeemer students. 
As Carolyn Gray, a driving force behind 
C.L.E.A.R., puts it, “C.L.E.A.R. is meant 
to give a learning opportunity to people 
from the community who wouldn't nor- 
mally get it.” This group, which reports 
under Richard Wikkerink, offers a vast 
array of opportunities spanning from 
lectures by experts, to ten week sketch- 
ing courses, and to melodious con- 
certs. It even offers part-time degree 
courses at night for those who wish to 
bump up there minor to a major or who 


BY: CALVIN VAN HARTEN 
CROWN REPORTER 


are just interested in the subject and 
want to learn more. Recently there was 
a riveting panel on the popular book, 
The Shack, with 120 people in attend- 
ance, half of whom were not Redeem- 
er students; a massive conference 
dealing with the many faculties and nu- 
ances of worship; as well as an insight- 
ful lecture on wisdom by Dr. Robert 
Sternberg. This is only the first month! 


Some other events in the near future 
that are also cause for much excitement 
are a trip to the ROM to examine the 
Dead Sea Scrolls accompanied by Dr. 
Wolters’ lecture on the Copper Scroll a 
few days later, a jazz ensemble group, 
a production of Shakespeare's “A Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream”, art workshops, 
and many other exciting events. The 
costs, which go to Redeemer Univer- 
sity, are usually minimal and well worth 
the expense. A list of the many events 
is on Redeemer’s website at www.re- 
deemer.ca/clear. If you are bored one 
night with nothing to do, if you are 
looking to learn more about a subject 
from an expert in the field, if you wish 
to relax, sink into a chair, and listen to 
a concert, consider coming to one of 
the events C.L.E.A.R. has prepared 
for you. You will not be disappointed. 
TheCrown.ca 


‘One Love’ 


(Continued from Page 3)He went on 
to present the idea that, just as Eve was 
created to complete Adam, to build on 
and strengthen his weaknesses with 
Adam acting likewise towards her, we 
should search for someone to compli- 
ment us. Then, when we enter into a 
relationship, we will use our strengths 
to push this person closer to God mak- 
ing him/her a more righteous person. 
He says that too many people look for 
someone to strengthen themselves; 
that really, in a relationship the best 
way to receive personal strengthening 
is through forgetting about yourself and 
helping the other grow. 


Finally, Pastor Vandenbrink strongly 
encouraged dating your best friend as 
that relationship is littered with philos 
- assuming this best friend is of the op- 
posite gender, of course. He said that 


“if the person you are currently dating is 
not your best friend, there’s a problem 
and you've got to start building philos”. 
In fact, he went so far as to say that 
you must be extremely careful of your 
close friendships with the opposite sex 
because when you have that tight of a 
friendship, biblically you are dating. If 
need be, he explained, have clear talks 
to determine the relationship (OTRs 
are strongly advocated by many Re- 
deemer folk) with that person to make 
sure you are both on the same page. 


Philos is the stuff that builds loveing re- 
lationships, and eros is a natural con- 
tinuation of that. Making the mistake 
of first searching for eros and hoping 
philos results is risky business. 


Comment on this article at 
TheCrown.ca 


Quoteable 


Crucial to our approach is the distinction between 


structure and direction. Of whatever phenomenon 


we study in the present world we ask two questions: 


What in it goes back to God's good creation 


(structure), and what in it is due to sinful distortion 


(direction)? 


Dr. Harry Van Dyk 
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A service 


call to Mkar 


BY: PROF. D. SCHUURMAN 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


For many years Redeemer University 
College students have enthusiasti- 
cally raised funds for the University of 
Mkar. Redeemer students hold an an- 
nual auction called “Hobbies for Hill- 
top” where students auction all man- 
ner of goods and services to raise 
funds for this small Christian university 
in Nigeria. In the past, there has also 
been a more folically-focused fund- 
raiser called “Hairless for Hilltop”. Dr. 
Al Wolters once graciously lost his 
longstanding whiskers to raise some 
substantial funds for this very cause. 
But this year, rather than just send- 
ing a cheque, Redeemer sent some 
people to Mkar. The trip was a won- 
derful privilege for us to meet people 
at the University of Mkar and to build 
additional bridges between our institu- 
tions. The focus of the trip was to assist 
them to repair and update their ailing 
computer labs and to provide some 
relevant workshops and seminars. 


The University of Mkar is located in a 
small rural town in south-central Niger- 
ia about five hours drive “down bush” 
from Jos. The university is run by the 
NKST church (the Church of Christ 
in the Sudan among the Tiv) which is 
located in an area largely populated 
by people of the Tiv tribe. The NKST 
church together with other Reformed 
churches in Nigeria vastly outnum- 
ber the membership in the Christian 
Reformed Church in North America. 
| found it amazing that so many Re- 
formed churches and Christian schools 
and even a Reformed Christian univer- 
sity have emerged in the short time 
since pioneering missionaries such 
as Johanna Veenstra arrived in the 
1920s. Like the yams that grow abun- 
dantly in this area, God has also al- 
lowed the seed of the word to fall on 
fertile soil and produce a large harvest. 


On Pentecost Sunday we had the op- 
portunity to attend a Tiv language serv- 
ice at a large NKST church. Although 
we did not understand the language, 
the service was beautiful. It was also 
long - roughly 3 hours - something to 
which we were not accustomed. Sing- 
ing with Tiv words printed in a song 
book, | did my best to sing along and 
sound out the words. At one point, a 
lady stood up and recited the Pente- 


For three weeks beginning in mid-May, Matthew West (a recent Math/Com- 
puter Science graduate from Redeemer University College) and Derek Sch- 


uurman (a professor from Redeemer University College) volunteered at the 
University of Mkar (formerly called “Hilltop University”) in Mkar, Nigeria. They 


were joined by Dirk VanderSteen, a former Nigerian missionary and friend 


cost story (in Acts 2) from memory. Lat- 
er, members of the choir came walking 
down the aisles simultaneously singing 
different songs with candles perched 
on their heads to represent Pentecost. 
Afterward, the minister assured us in 
English that they are not Pentecostal 
but still very Reformed. In my mind, 
no explanation was required; it was a 
beautiful sight. We also attended some 
English chapel services where the sing- 
ing was an interesting mix of what ap- 
peared to be more traditional African- 
style songs alongside hymns from the 
old blue Psalter Hymnal. Many morn- 
ings we woke up to the sound of chil- 
dren at a local school singing hymns 
and other songs. | was impressed with 
the piety of the local students as we 
attended chapel and student services. 


Many people that we met were hospi- 
table and gracious, although at times | 
felt they may have been a little too def- 
erential towards us. Furthermore, it was 
clear that they were extremely thankful 
that we came. | must confess that | felt 
a little isolated at times, and | know my 
diet was stretched some. | can now 
add pounded yams and fresh mangoes 
to my dietary resume. | was thankful for 
a wise and hospitable Christian widow 
named Margaret who prepared most of 
our meals and who helped look after us. 


People there face many challenges. In 
addition to health and economic chal- 
lenges, there are numerous technical 
challenges. One of the big challenges 
that we immediately discovered was 
electrical power (or the lack thereof). 
The power is off far more often than 
it is on, making the use of computers 
and other electrical devices extremely 
challenging. In this regard, unreliable 
power contributes to the so-called “dig- 
ital divide” (the gap between those with 
reliable access to digital technology 
and those who do not). Computers re- 
quire the use of a UPS (Un-interrupti- 
ble Power Supply) along with backup 
generators. Teaching can also be a 
challenge. | observed a programming 
class which was taught in the computer 
lab with a whiteboard, paper and pen- 
cils since the power was out for much 
of the class. Many of the computers we 
worked on were also quite old and in 
need of repair, several of them suffering 


from blown power supplies that were 
likely due to regular power interruptions. 


Not only is reliable power a challenge, 
but so is reliable Internet access. | find 
it hard to imagine working in post-sec- 
ondary education and doing research 
without regular Internet access. In the 
absence of Internet access, they use 
an “eGranary” server (see http://www. 
widernet.org/digitallibrary/) in the li- 
brary. The eGranary Digital Library is 
a collection of millions of digital edu- 
cational resources stored on a large 
hard drive that can be accessed by 
patrons on their local area network. 
This resource was a helpful addi- 
tion to their modest library collection. 


Although Internet access was limited, 
cell phones were ubiquitous. Almost 
everyone appeared to have a cell 
phone, and even in the small rural town 
where we stayed we observed nearly 
full-bar reception. Cell phone recharge 
cards were easily obtained and could be 
bought from brightly coloured roadside 
kiosks alongside other vendors selling 
fresh fruit and yams. Mobile phones 
are an example of a “leapfrog technol- 
ogy” that has enabled developing na- 
tions to bypass the wired phone infra- 
structure and jump directly into modern 
mobile communications technology. 


Another huge problem we observed 
was the rapid proliferation of computer 
viruses which plagued many comput- 
ers. Since very few people have Inter- 
net access, the primary way to transfer 
files is to use a USB flash drive, and 
these become the medium through 
which many viruses propagate. The 
lack of Internet access also means 
that people are unable to get regular 
anti-virus updates. One alternative we 
provided was to install Linux on many 
of the machines — Linux is a powerful 
and free operating system that can run 
on older hardware and is immune to 
Windows viruses (| plan to share more 
about Linux in a future article). | also had 
the opportunity to offer some technical 
workshops for some of the students and 
professors. In the end, there was sim- 
ply not enough time for us to help with 
all the computer work that needed to be 
done at the university and elsewhere. 


of Christian higher education in Nigeria who helped organize the trip. What 
follows are some of Derek’s notes from their trip. 


| was also invited to give a talk in chap- 
el, where | gave a message based on 
the tower of Babel (Gen. 11:1-9). After 
spending time focusing on improving 
computer labs, | deliberately chose the 
tower of Babel as a reminder about the 
place of technology. In addition, | spoke 
at a one-day seminar on “Faith and 
Computer Technology”. The seminar 
was well attended with approximately 
50 participants from roughly six differ- 
ent schools and universities. Giving the 
workshop was an honour and a delight; 
participants appeared genuinely en- 
gaged and seemed interested in hear- 
ing about how faith can inform areas 
like computer technology. One partici- 
pant remarked on how he appreciated 
the seminar and how his view on the 
connection between faith and technolo- 
gy had changed. In hindsight, | suspect 
that sharing this perspective was equal- 
ly (or perhaps more) important than 
the technical work we accomplished. 


While | was there | met a few people 
and heard of others who had landed 
in positions of leadership and respon- 
sibility that had been trained in Chris- 
tian schools in Nigeria. It seems that 
one way to help shape people and a 
nation. is. to provide .them..with..solid 
Christian education. One elderly man 
spoke passionately to me about the 
importance of Christian higher edu- 
cation. While pounding his cane on 
the ground he declared that “knowl- 
edge without integrity is dangerous’. 


My hope is that the time we spent 
in Mkar was helpful and fruitful for 
the university. | encourage people at 
Redeemer to pray for this fledgling 
Christian university as well as other 
institutions around the world that seek 
to proclaim the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ in the area of higher education. 


This article originally appeared this 
summer in Christian Courier (www. 
christiancourier.ca) in which profes- 
sors Dr. Schuurman and Dr. Koyzis 
both have monthly columns on tech- 
nology and politics respectively. 


Comment on this article at 
TheCrown.ca 


Student senate releases budget 


BY: BRIAN NAGLE 
CROWN REPORTER 


_ Student Senate recently completed 
its budget for the academic year. Op- 

erating out of a nearly sixty thousand 
int, the funds are most- 


already existing clubs 
been funded for another year, 
Isc ere clits this yee 


0 starting” and that he is “pleased with 


live out their Pride and Prejudice fan- 
tasy; Be the Voice, which focuses on 
raising awareness of global slavery; 
Best Buddies, which partners students 
with the intellectually disabled; PERK- 
SA, who are building an outdoor ice 
hockey’ rink; and Pro Magic, a social 
card game. Student Senate Vice Presi- 
dent of Student Affairs Jan Korevaar 
says that he is “excited about the new 
initiatives that some of the clubs are 


you have any ideas for new student 


the diversity of clubs at Redeemer.” 
The clubs are nicely balanced between 
increasing the quality of community 


_at Redeemer, and creating opportuni- 


ties for student mission involvement 
on both the local and global level. 


The entire budget has been posted 
on the Student Senate Bulletin board, 
and there are club pamphlets out- 
side of the Student Senate Office. If 


clubs, Student Senate would love to 
hear them. Senate also encourages 
your participation in the clubs as it is a 
wonderful opportunity to get involved. 


Comment on this article at 
. TheCrown.ca 
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GOING GREEN... IST WORTHTHEE NERGYY 


Response to “The Hypocracy 
of the Green Revolution” 


While | did not appreciate the cyni- 
cal tone of Schroeders’ article (“The 
Hypocrisy of the Green Revolution”), 
| believe that she is trying to raise an 
important point. Is it possible, do you 
think, to right environmental wrongs 
by essentially living as we have been 
but just switching to using ‘green’ prod- 
ucts? Or, will living more lightly on 
the earth entail more drastic changes 
to our lifestyles? | have heard people 
who hold these views labeled as ‘light 
greens’ (those who are concerned 
about the environment and are willing 
to purchase ‘green’ products) or ‘dark 
greens’ (those committed to changing 
their lifestyles so as to consume less). 


Schroeders is making the case for liv- 
ing more sustainably. A sustainable 
society is one that meets the needs of 
the present generation without hinder- 
ing future generations’ abilities to meet 
their needs. | do not find it very helpful 
to view activities or processes as either 


sustainable or non-sustainable. Few 
activities are 100% sustainable; even 
something as ‘green’ as wind energy, 
while having far fewer environmen- 
tal impacts than coal-burning power 
plant has non-sustainable aspects to 
it. For this reason, | find it more help- 
ful to view activities and consumption 
patterns as more or less sustainable. 


What this means is that switching from 
a more toxic to a less toxic cleaning 
product is a step on the path toward 
living more sustainably, since presum- 
ably fewer toxins end up going down 
your drain and into a lake or river some- 
where. However, given developed so- 
cieties’ levels of consumption, simply 
switching to green consumer goods 
will not make us sustainable enough 
to significantly reduce our environmen- 
tal footprint. As Schroeders indicates, 
restraining our consumption will carry 
us much further toward a sustainable 
society. This will require a switch away 


Green Katrine reflects 


Green is the colour of grass. However, 
in some cases green is the colour of 
clover, plantain, thistles, and dandelion 
leaves staking their claim in your lawn. 
Green is the colour of the mower which 
clips a centimetre off each blade of 
grass once, sometimes twice a week. 
Green is the colour of the garden hose 
and sprinkler system that waters the 
lovely lawn, ensuring that it stays green 
and continues to grow. Green is the 
colour of envy as you look over your 
fence and realize neighbour Joe’s lawn 
is so thick and green. 


This summer | became quite acquaint- 
ed with the art of maintaining a lawn. 
Against the common assumption, | 
did not work for a landscaper, instead 
| worked for a not-for-profit organiza- 
tion in Hamilton called Green Venture, 
whose mission is to connect miscon- 
ceptions to facilitate sustainable living 


and realize a cleaner, healthier com- 
munity. Each week | spent-atieast two 
full days mowing a 2.5 acre lawn with 
an electric mower; imagine, 100 yards 
of extension cord plus four gardens and 
at least twenty trees. It does not take a 
math major to realize that this was not 
a pleasant task, one which would make 
me long for a gas guzzling riding lawn 
mower and a trimmer to boot. | learned 
the hard way that “being green” is not 
cool, in fact is it the complete oppo- 
site. 


Composting is not cool. Composting 
involves worms, rotting food, juicy run 
off, fermenting, and the occasional fruit 
fly and larvae infestation - try to put 
that on a t-shirt and sell it. However, 
| have to admit | am hooked. | cannot 
explain to you the science behind it all, 
but there is something intriguing about 
watching a family of worms turn a let- 


BY: DR. EDWARD BERKELAAR 
DEPARTMENT HEAD OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 


from our common practice of making, 
buying, using and tossing throw-away 
goods. We will need to more carefully 
evaluate what we need to buy, and 
manufacture high-quality more durable 
(and yes, more expensive) goods that 
are designed to last a long time. Goods 
that can actually be repaired instead of 
having to be tossed when they do break. 


Moving toward a more sustainable so- 
ciety by reducing our consumption will 
also require us to make a break from 
our deeply held assumption that buying 
consumer goods will make us happy. 
Author Bill McKibben, in his excellent 
book “Deep Economy: The Wealth of 
Communities and the Durable Future”, 
presents research indicating that to a 
point, one’s income and level of hap- 
piness are tightly correlated, but that 
once basic needs are met, happiness 
and level of income (i.e. consumption) 
are no longer correlated. Yes, money 
does buy happiness, but only to the 


BY: KATRINA VANDERBERG 


SPECIALTO THE CROWN 


tuce head into rich soil or feeding that 
compost juice to your dying pepper 
plants and then a week later noticing 
that they are thriving. | want all my fam- 
ily and friends to start to compost, not 
so that they can wear a pin that says 
“Compost: Because A Rind Is A Terrible 
Thing To Waste”, but because | want 
to share with them the enjoyment and 
wonder that it ensues! 


Lynda Schroeders is correct in her 
article “The Hypocrisy of the Green 
Revolution,” as she points out that the 
crisis facing the natural world can be 
reduced to one word: waste. The citi- 
zens of North America (including you 
and |) waste food, water, air, money, 


time, and pretty much anything else we ® 
touch. What is our problem? Is it really § 


consumerism? Not quite. Cal deWitt, 

in his article Preparing the Way for Ac- 

tion states: “The problem is that many 
(continued on page 9) 


= 
surprisingly low per capita income 
level of $10 000. It seems, and this 
should be no surprise to us as Chris- 
tians, that if you are not hungry or wet 
or shivering your level of contentment 
or joy comes not from buying more 
stuff, but from deeper things — things 
like your faith in God, of course, and 
your relationships with other fam- 
ily members, friends, and neighbours. 


We are called to love God, and to love 
our neighbours as ourselves. Given 
the strain the global environment is 
under, and the harm caused to many 
people as a result of contaminated 
air, water or food, part of our call- 
ing as Christians is to try to consume 
in ways that do not damage God’s 
world or harm our neighbour, whether 
they are living today, or in the future. 


Comment on this article at: 
TheCrown.ca 


BY: BECKY CONNEL 
JUNIOR STAFF WRITER 


For years, the earth has been polluted by 
chemicals, gases, and waste. Deforestation and pesti- 
cides have ruined parts of the earth which are all a part 
of God's beautiful creation. It is one thing to say we are 
concerned and that it’s too bad such a pretty place is 
dying; but it’s another to do something about it. Sure, 
we can blame our fathers and their fathers for the pol- 
lution of our land, but unless we change our ways and 
put an end to such destruction, we are contributors 
ourselves. 

What would Jesus do? 

What would the Almighty say if He was to re- 
turn to earth and see what it has become? Would He 
react in rage, sending storms and mass destruction 
throughout the land as He demonstrates how easy it is 
to take away the gift of life He has given us? Tsunamis 


in the tropics, insect invasions in Europe, Droughts in 
the east, Tornados in the US, and blizzards in Cana- 
da. All disasters caused by God's anger towards those 
who destroyed His planet. 

Or, would He be merciful and fix the planet 
with one breath? An instant-fix of our problems all be- 
cause we are loved. Though | am sure Jesus would 
love to heal this wounded planet, how could we learn? 
Without learning from our mistakes we are unable to 
grow and make changes for the future. 

Both extremes seem highly unlikely but the 
question, “what would Jesus do?” is one that should 
still be considered. In asking ourselves that question 
we are able to react to the many issues the environ- 
ment has. Do we think God would encourage recycling, 
or ask that we just throw it in the backyard? Would he 
prefer hybrid cars or trucks? Value village or Prada? 

| think the answer is pretty easy. I’m not saying 
to run out and buy a hybrid by any means- Jesus 


(continued on next page) 
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BY: JEREMY PARSONS 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


It’s happening, and it's happening fast. Look 
around you, things are about to change. The 
greater community that surrounds Redeemer 
is on the cusp of a series of unprecedented 
changes that will swallow up more than 2000 
acres of farmed and forest-covered land in up- 
coming years. The project, authored by the City 
of Hamilton, has been in the planning process 
since early 2008, and planners have been inch- 
ing ever closer to construction ever since. The 
proposed development, known as the Airport 
Employment Growth District (AEGD), is an- 
chored around the airport and is being planned 
in order to generate jobs and attract manufac- 
turers from around the country. This “aerotrop- 
olis” plan involves changing vast amounts of 
farmland and residential areas to industry and 
what are being called “prestige business parks”. 


Airport Employment 
Growth District 


Leoee The whole idea of building around airports was 


based on a theory by John Kasarda, the Direc- 
tor of the Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise at 


Alport Employment Growth District ae il 


Jonn C. Munro Hamilton international 


| Hamilton 
Airport Boundary “ 
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community car care 


407 Wilson St East. Ancaster, ON 
905-648-4113 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m, - 5:30 p.m, 

Sat. 8 a.m, - 3 p.m 


| > Free Car 2 


CAN, i 


Have you heard of the looming giant? 


the University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill. The 
aerotropolis concept is based on the argument 
that convenience manufacturing trends favour air 
transport and that twenty-first century cities will 
grow around airport-oriented development. How- 
ever debatable that theory is, the City of Hamilton 
has jumped on it and has used the idea to push the 
AEGD plan in an effort improve the employment 
rate and increase the marketability of the Ham- 
iiton area. The project is being backed by public 


interest groups and corporations such as Dillon 
consulting and the Hamilton Chamber of Com- 
merce. In fact, the group created by the city to do 
the work of gauging public sentiment towards the 
project is made up of selected members who seem 
to be unanimously in support of the new develop- 
ment. Hamilton City Councillor Brad Clark called 
the project, “a very, very subjective process”. 


The project itself is part of a larger drive led by 
the provincial government under the new “Growth 
Plan”. The plan is intended to “reduce develop- 
ment pressures on agricultural lands and natural 
areas by directing more growth to existing urban 
areas” ( www.placestogrow.ca ) and yet the de- 
velopment about to be built in our backyard would 


(Continued on page 11) 


(continued from previous page) 

knows we can hardly afford textbooks let alone a vehicle- 
but what | am saying is that we need to be aware and do 
what we can to save the environment. | would hate to 


see the 7 wonders turn into the 7 garbage sites. So, next 
time you go to throw your banana peal; think to yourself 
“WWJD"? | vote compost. 


Comment on this article at 
TheCrown.ca 
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CHAT LAIN‘S CORNER 


tet fay oe: 


The Sibling 
Weekend 
Scavenger Hunt! 


Starts: 2pm 
Ends: 4pm 
When: October 17, 2009 
Where: Meet in the Rec 
Centre 


Teams of 4-6 people, 
one digital camera per 
team, and creativity 


needed. 
ALL STUDENTS 
WELCOME! 


ADVERTISING: Jared Dalton, Crown Office, 905 648 
2139 x 4291. c/o Redeemer University College, 777 
Garner Rd E, Ancaster, ON, L9K 1J4. Subscription 
enquiries may be addressed to the managing editor 
at the above address. Letters to the editor and article 

submissions must be sent to 

redeemer.ca 
Letters must include the name and contact information 
of the writer, although we may print anonymously by 

special request. Works submitted as letters will be edited 

for clarity and length only. 

The opinions expressed in The Crown are not necessarily 
those of Redeemer University College’s student body, 
faculty, or administration. 

The Crown is published eight times per academic year. 
It is funded by the students of Redeemer University 
College and by advertising. 

The Crown is published by students but is dedicated to 
the broader college community. 
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The ‘Why Everything Must Change’ 


conference aims to teach 


BY: BRIAN NAGLE 
CROWN REPORTER 


In 2008, part time philosophy profes- 
sor David Peck founded the non-gov- 
ernmental organization called So- 
Change. Peck describes the purpose 
of SoChange as “encouraging others 
to think differently about themselves 
and about the majority world. It’s 
about planting seeds of change of 
various kinds. We teach, we build 
capacity, we organize public events, 
we advocate and we assist NGO’s 

as they try to raise funds. We plant 
seeds, we encourage and we affirm.” 
SoChange’s clients include Asian Out- 
reach, Humber College, Make Poverty 
History, and UNICEF. 


SoChange has put together a confer- 
ence called Why Everything Must 
Change (WEMC) at The Meeting 
House in Oakville on October 23-24. 
According to WEMC’s website, the 
conference aims to help you learn 
“about the foundations of social justice 
and global transformation” and “prom- 
ises to increase your understanding 
of the anatomy of change.” There 

is an impressive lineup of speakers 
including New York Times Best Selling 
author of The Shack, Paul Young; and 
Nobel Peace Prize Nominee Fatmire 
Feka, among others. Tickets can be 
bought for either one or both days of 
the conference. Redeemer has re- 
ceived a grant that reduces the cost 


of the conference for a limited number 
of students, from $79 to $30. Sign up 
at Student Life. For more information 
on the conference visit “http://www. 
ychange.ca” or to find out more about 
Sochange visit “http:/www.sochange. 
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BY: JOEL SJAARDA 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


What’s wrong with “Jennifer’s Body?” 


Most guys would probably answer, “noth- 
ing!” However, if one considers the film 
Jennifer's Body, rather than the anat- 
omy of the character within the film, 
the answer “nothing” just doesn’t cut it. 


In an interview on the film, actress Meagan 
Fox said that “the movie appeals to many 
audiences and everyone will walk away lik- 
ing something about it.” Unfortunately, this 
gives plenty of ground for the film to sow its 
seeds of seduction. Jennifer's Body blends 
the popular genre of horror with comedy, a 
pinch of romance, and super-sexualized 
undertones, drawing an audience that 
finds themselves torn between the aspects 
of the film that they appreciate, and as- 
pects that damage their minds and souls. 


What is most troubling about the film’s widely 
targeted audience is the message it sends to 
younger viewers. Thanks tothis movie's lenient 
14A rating, young girls who are struggling with 
who they want to be, and young boys who are 
trying to decide what they like about the oppo- 
site gender are now presented with a twisted 
example of what a desirable woman looks like. 


The role that Megan Fox plays in this film 
is both disturbing and damaging. | am not 
speaking of her role as a demon-possessed 


student who literally feasts on the bodies of 
her classmates, but rather, the role of a sexu- 
al icon. Jennifer embodies the “perfect figure” 
and her presence in the film is closely linked 
with pornographic ideals. She represents 
the objectification of the female gender in 
our society, and a ‘physical ideal’ that is both 
unrealistic and unattainable for any woman. 
The Computer graphics, professional make- 
up, oiled skin, and her previous breast-work 
all contribute to a figure that instills unright- 
eous desires in males and females alike. 


Though screenwriter Diablo Cody has based 
this film on the fascinating phenomena of 
how adolescent girls can be “ravenous” in- 
dividuals who prey sexually on their male 
peers, the way Jennifer's Body express- 
es these things is harmful and distasteful. 


This film testifies to the fact that, although 
film writers have many interesting and so- 
cially relevant ideas, producing them as 
candy-coated forms of mainstream en- 
tertainment can be a damaging and un- 
healthy way to get their point across. 


Comment on this article at 
TheCrown.ca 
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AND NOT JUST HIGH SCHOOL EVIL 


Green Katrine Reflects (continued from page 6) 


of the things we know we should do, 
we just don’t do, including the care and 
keeping of creation.” We all know that 
we should Reduce, Reuse, and Recy- 
cle, but we quickly find out that putting 
these three R’s into action is a little 
more difficult than changing a lightbulb. 
Caring for creation involves just that - 
care, which calls us to be aware, to ap- 
preciate, and to serve. 


| would hardly begin to label myself 
green. You may gasp, but to be com- 
pletely honest | have no desire to buy, 
be given, or earn that label. Instead, 
| desire to become a signpost for my 
Creator, discovering each day anew 
how to glorify and enjoy him forever. 
Surprisingly or unsurprisingly, as | be- 
gin to understand how this works itself 
out in my everyday tasks and encoun- 
ters, | find myself naturally caring for 
creation. | cannot help but be awe- 
struck by the tiniest acorn, to drink in 
the brilliant oranges and reds that paint 
the sky, to stop to smell the occasional 


pile of cedar, or be tempted by the dan- 
delion fluff that waits for you to make 
your wish. As. | am falling in love with 
God | cannot help but fall in love with 
his creation. Daniel Swartz captures 
this with his thought, “Creation’s sheer 
magnificence turns the heart towards 
its Creator, and the heart that has 
turned to God opens enviable towards 
Creation, towards the awesome integ- 
rity of the natural universe that is God’s 
gift.” Cal deWitt says it so well, “Most 
people today have been alienated from 
the Creator and God's creation, and 
thus it is difficult to love, uphold, and 
make right again a world that we really 
do not know.” 


Caring for creation does not mean that 
we only have to become aware of pol- 
lution, waste, or even our consumer- 
istic tendencies. More importantly, we 
must become aware of our God and 
his gospel; that we serve a God that 
longs for us to glorify him and to enjoy 
his abundant blessings, but also real- 


ize he is a God that longs for us to join 
in bringing restoration to his kingdom. 
As followers of Christ.we have been 
given the privilege to share and show 
why this world matters to us. Let’s be 
honest, this is not an easy task but it is 
a mandated one. 


| am not here to offer a simplistic list 
of healthy lifestyle choices, instead it is 
my hope that you treat these sugges- 
tions as an invitation to discover. | chal- 
lenge you to try them out and learn the 
disciplines of living a life of that cares 
not only for creation, but most impor- 
tantly for our Creator and community. 


Comment on this article at: 
TheCrown.ca 


Law prof 
says free 
market 
preys on 
Africa’s 
weak 


societies 


BY: LEANNA ROY; 
THE LANCE 
(UNIVERSITY OF 
WINDSOR) 
WINDSOR, ONT. (CUP) 


In the year 2000, leaders of the Unit- 
ed Nations adopted the Millennium 
Declaration, which is a targeted list of 
developmental goals to be reached 
by the year 2015. These Millennium 
Developmental Goals (MDGs) include 
universal education, gender equality, 
child health, maternal health, combat- 
ing AIDS and creating environmental 
and agricultural sustainability. In the 
Millennium Developmental Goals Re- 
port 2009, UN Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-Moon has reported that progress 
toward these goals has slowed down 
due to the global economic and food 
crisis. Paul Ocheje, an associate pro- 
fessor of law at the University of Wind- 
sor, believes the slowdown stems from 
the effects of Structural Adjustment 
Programs (SAPs) implemented by the 
International(Continued on Page 11) 
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inspire young activists 
BY: KRISTINE HUR THE PEAK (SIMON FRASER 
UNIVERSITY) BURNABY, B.C. (CUP) 


Terry Fox was a first-year kinesiology 
student at Simon Fraser University 
when he first was diagnosed with bone 
cancer, which would eventually claim 
his right leg. He began the Marathon of 
Hope in 1980 to raise money for can- 
cer research, but stopped a year later 
due to the spread of cancer. He died 
on June 28, 1981. On Oct. 1, 32 dif- 
ferent teams from his former school’s 
faculties, departments, and services 


celebrated the annual Terry Fox Walk 
and Run. Participants chose to run in 
either the 4.4 kilometre-long running 
route or the 2.8-kilometre walking route 
around SFU’s Burnaby campus. “Can- 
cer is such an important issue. Every 
body [knows] somebody who has been 
impacted by cancer,” said Tara Black, 
the chair of SFU’s Terry Fox Commit- 
tee. She explained that the event was 
meant to “get students from faculties 


Redeemer to host 
OCAA championships 


BY BRIAN NAGLE, CROWN REPORTER 


The men's volleyball team has extra 
motivation to make it to the Provincial 
Championships this year -- an oppor- 
tunity to play on home court filled with 
bleachers of Royals fans. Last May 
at the OCAA Annual General Meet- 
ing in Windsor, it was decided that 
Redeemer would host the 2009-2010 
Volleyball Championships. This is the 
first time that Redeemer will host the 
prestigious volleyball tournament. 


Athletic Director Dave Mantel is quot- 
ed on Redeemer’s website as say- 
ing: “We are very excited. The event 
presents an amazing opportunity for 
our student athletes and specifically 
our men’s volleyball team and our 


Royals fans. We have begun a regular 
tradition of hosting OCAA Champion- 
ship events and are excited to add an- 
other one to the list [Redeemer hosted 
the Cross Country Championships last 
year] We have a number of depart- 
ments who are all working together 

to make this event the highlight of the 
2009-2010 academic year. It will be 
the pinnacle of our upcoming season 
and with the support of our very loyal 
fans it will certainly be an incredible 
atmosphere”. The tournament will 
happen from February 25-27, 2010. 


Comment on this article at 
TheCrown.ca 


engaged and participate on campus 

. and promote awareness about 
cancer prevention.” Before the run, 
SFU President Michael Stevenson 
presented this year’s esteemed Terry 
Fox Gold Medal Award to Christopher 
Arena for his commitment to raising 
money for sick children. Arena, a third- 
year biology major, was diagnosed 
with Castleman's disease as a child. 
While battling his own rare blood dis- 
ease, Arena continued his involvement 
in the Balding for Dollars campaign. He 
was able to raise $40,000 to help chil- 
dren with cancer and blood disorders 
at the B.C. Children’s Hospital. Black 
attributes the continuing success of the 
run to different faculties and depart- 
ments’ willingness to participate. “Eve- 
rybody has different responsibilities 
when [covering] the event. We have 
team captains from across the uni- 
versity and they pull together the par- 
ticipants from their faculties or depart- 
ments,” said Black. John Grant, one of 
the fundraising committee co-chairs, 
claimed on Oct. 1 alone, they had al- 


ready raised $3,000. Their goal was to 
raise $10,000. Although the weather 
was cold, teams found their own ways 
to stay warm. The residence team, clad 
in red clothing and face paint, excitedly 
formed a ring and broke into synchro- 
nized jumping jacks. “[Terry Fox] is 
one of the greatest Canadians of all 
time,” said Chris Rogerson, associate 
director of Residence Life. “This is the 
man who wanted one dollar from every 
person in Canada, and at the time he 
raised $24 million. . .. We have to sup- 
port our own and make sure his legacy 
lives on.” It has been almost 30 years 
since the first Terry Fox Run in 1981 and 
it has since raised over $400 million. 


Comment on this article at 
TheCrown.ca 


The recession still sucks, says survey 


BY : VINCENT MCDERMOTT THE EYEOPENER RYERSON UNIVERSITY) TORONTO (CUP) 


While the economic recession’s 
remaining severity is being debated, 

a recent survey found students are 
still worried about the economy. The 
survey, taken by Pricewaterhouse- 
Coopers LLP, found that 33 per cent of 
students said they were very con- 
cerned about the recession, and that 
56 per cent of Canadian students are 
slightly worried. “| am worried about 
the recession now and later,” said 
Basia Piekarski, a third-year psychol- 
ogy student at Toronto's Ryerson 
University. “| work part-time in retail 
and | see [tonnes] of people handing 
in resumes all the time and not getting 
an interview.” Piekarski is also wor- 
ried that the economy will affect her 


chances at getting a job after gradua- 
tion, something 42 per cent of stu- 
dents also said in the survey. “There 
are a lot of people who graduate with 
a BA in psychology every year,” she 
said. “Unless you are able to get your 
master’s, it’s very hard to compete.” 
The survey also found that 41 per 
cent of students were spending less 
money and saving more. Students 
who said they had no extra money to 
save or invest came in at 26 per cent. 
Although the survey indicates con- 
cern among students, many of those 
surveyed are still optimistic. Accord- 
ing to the survey, 28 per cent felt the 
economy will improve in the next nine 
to 12 months and another 28 per cent 


feel that a rebound will happen in the 
next six to nine months. Students who 
did not believe the economy would 
influence their prospects for jobs 
related to their major were at 48 per 
cent. Michelle Craig, a third-year nurs- 
ing student, pointed out that Ontario is 
in desperate need of nurses. “I'm not 
as concerned as other students might 
be,” she said. “It’s September and | 
still have two years left. Hopefully the 
economy will be doing better at gradu- 
ation.” 


Comment on this article at 
TheCrown.ca 
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Harper’s third economic report reiterates 
investments in post-secondary education 


BY: EMMA GODMERE CUP OTTAWA BUREAU CHIEF 
OTTAWA (CUP) 


Re-emphasizing promised funds for 
university research and infrastructure 
investments, the third economic report 
from Prime Minister Stephen Harper's 
Conservative government pointed to 
Canadian youth and post-secondary 
education as prime examples of eco- 
nomic recovery investments. Speak- 
ing to supporters and journalists in 
Saint John, N.B. on Sept. 28, Harper 
emphasized that Canada is seeing 
“stabilization and modest beginnings 
of a recovery” after spending months 
in an economic recession. The report 
— third in a series of quarterly reports 
that the Conservatives agreed to table 
in last January’s budget vote — boasts 
that the government has now “commit- 
ted” 90 per cent of the allotted 2009- 
10 stimulus funding. In particular, the 


economic update points out that 93 
per cent of the $2 billion earmarked 
for infrastructure investments at 
Canadian colleges and universities 
has already been pledged, and that 
381 projects have already begun on 
campuses across the country. Sixty- 
six projects are expected to start 
this fiscal year. “It was encouraging 
that that [the report] did mention the 
important role that post-secondary 
education plays as one of the main 
planks in long-term economic recov- 
ery, and we were kind of relieved 
that there was no tone in the speech 
that suggested cuts,” said Katherine 
Giroux-Bougard, national chairper- 
son for the Canadian Federation of 
Students. “Having said that, it was 
unfortunate that the economic update 


really didn’t address record-high stu- 
dent unemployment and high student 
debt.” According to Statistics Canada, 
the average unemployment rate for 
students this summer was 19.2 per 
cent. In the “Helping the Unemployed” 
section of the government's report, it 
was indicated that an extra $10 million 
was given to the Canada Summer 
Jobs Program in 2009-10, allowing 
40,000 students to be hired for the 
summer. “In terms of the increase that 
was provided in the budget, it basi- 
cally brought back the level of funding 
to the same level of funding that was 
in the program in 2006, before the 
Conservatives cut into that program,” 
said Giroux-Bougard. The government 
indicated some “new investments” in 
their report, including $80.5 million 

for 2,500 graduate scholarships, and 
$21 million to expand the Canada 
Research Chairs program over the 
next two years. “For us, when we talk 
about graduate funding and research 
funding, it’s really about ensuring that 
those students who need it the most 
get it right now,” said Arati Sharma, 


MUSE 


national director for the Canadian Alli- 
ance of Student Associations. “Cur- 
rently, there's no needs-based system 
for graduate students.” Students were 
among the groups that Opposition 
Leader Michael Ignatieff mentioned to 
reporters on Oct. 1, when he indicated 
the economic update was another 
reason behind the Liberals’ motion of 
non-confidence shortly before debate 
kicked off in Parliament. “How do | 
explain to these people that | keep 
letting this government go on?” he 
said, pointing to unemployment as 
one of the biggest issues currently 
facing many Canadians. The Liberals 
tabled a non-confidence motion the 
same day the economic update was 
released. MPs spent Oct. 1 debating 
the motion, which failed to pass — 
while the Liberals had the support of 
the Bloc Quebecois, the NDP ended 
up abstaining on the vote. 


Comment on this article at: 
TheCrown.ca 


Free market preys on Africa’s weak societies (continued from Page 9) 


Monetary Fund and the World Bank. 
Ocheje said these policies are creat- 
ed to allow African countries loans by 
making it possible for them to reduce 
interest on existing loans. However, 
Ocheje suggested that it is the SAPs 
that have intensified poverty in African 
counties. He inferred that SAPs have 
been imposed on the impoverished Af- 
rican society “because they need con- 
stant infusion of foreign capital,” and 
have not supplied sufficient relief of 
poverty. Ocheje explained that the con- 


push the city’s urban boundary more 
than six kilometres southward. The 
map below shows the enormity of 
the district, extending from Fiddler’s 
Green, all the way past Glancaster to 
Upper James and then south to Car- 
luke Road. Across from Redeemer, 
those rolling fields of corn and soy- 
bean you see will be translated into 
industrial areas, with new four-lane 
highways being built to connect the 
out-of-place development to the 403. 
Questions abound with this project... 
as in what will happen to Bennett’s Ap- 
ple Farm? How about the Glancaster 
Golf & Country Club? Or even Hamil- 
ton District Christian High? All of these 
are within the boundaries of the AEGD. 


Last week, | had the opportunity to at- 
tend a public meeting about the AEGD 
on Queen Street downtown. At the 
meeting | was fortunate enough to meet 
and interview a family who have lived 
on a horse farm on Glancaster Road 
passed down for six generations. The 
couple’s farm is located inside the pro- 
posed development land and any map 
of the AEGD will tell you it is a “prestige 
pu isiness park” and not a farm. Yet, the 
hat the refuses to move. Their position is 


evelopers, “We're not gonna budge, 
iis ig our farm and the city can't have 
it. | can understand that they need 


ose Sa , but look in the city, 


po of room there, Out here, 
farmland not city. So we've decid- 
ee ed to st an ong and lid sell’, Ann 


Have you heard of the giant coming? 


e pressure from politicians or 


ditions which precede SAPs are failing 
neoliberalistic strategies to solve food 
and economic crises, including free 
trade, rationalization of civil services, 
free market and privatization. “When 
you allow the market to regulate eve- 
rything, you allow the harshest effects 
of the market forces to fall on the most 
vulnerable in society,” he said. He said 
that the privatization of assets such as 
health care and education have such 
necessities inaccessible to many Afri- 
cans. “When people are sick, they can- 


Joyner, the Project Manager for Dillon 
Consulting, states that, “we're going 
to encourage those residential areas 
to convert to employment, this. proc- 
ess will happen over the years as we 
gain more and more land”. No doubt, 
it is a sad story. Many farmers and 
residents will be pushed around until 
they sell, and many more will be hold- 
ing out until their land becomes boxed- 
in by industry and business parks. 


An alternative to expanding the city’s 
limits and contributing to devastating 
urban sprawl is to re-focus our energy 
towards the city’s core. Hamilton has a 
beautiful, but un-kept downtown core 
that is crying out for revitalization. There 
are acres of unused plots, old buildings 
that need renewal, and vacant brown- 
fields (abandoned industrial land) that 
are ready for the shovel. Instead, the 
city has opted for developing “prestige” 
employment for the richest community 
in the area, leading to another case of 
the downtown core unemployed being 
left out. “Hamilton's downtown needs 
some heroes,” says Roberta Gratz, an 
American expert on cities’ economic 
ecosystems. “The process of rebirth in 
a devastated core tends to be slow, in- 
cremental and citizen-based. Usually, 


_where it tends to go right, you have a 


couple of really forceful citizen leaders.” 


Many of the residents and employees 
living and working within the gigantic 
proposed development are surprisingly 
unaware of the details of the project— 
raising questions as to whether city 


‘in the public sphere? How can we, as 


not go to hospitals because they have 
to pay to be admitted into the hospitals 
and you have to buy the drugs from 
your own pocket. Pregnant women die 
in the process of child birth because 
they cannot afford to access health 
care,” added Ocheje. In a more positive 
light, Ocheje explores ways to equalize 
access to the market to more than only 
those who can afford these essential 
resources. He suggested a change in 
strategy on the part of the African lead- 
ers, and recommends “a nuanced and 


(continued from page 7) 


planners and consultants have hur 
ried the process along so as to mini 
mize the debate and avoid widespread 
resident confrontation. One thing is fo 
sure: Redeemer sure hasn't made a 
fuss over it. As in previous years wit 
previous developments, the institutio 
sits idly by and continues to keep its 
nose down, without making a sound 


The fact is, unless Redeemer ca 
practice what it preaches in terms o 
sustainability and public justice, ho 
can it hope to educate students o 
how to work out their Christian calling 


concerned students, have any con 
fidence in our Christian leaders wha 
refuse to make splashes and stand 
up for those outnumbered and bul 
lied? The results must be left up to 
the proactive student and activist i 
you. If you feel challenged and moti 
vated to make a difference in the wa 
the community will be shaped, you are 
encouraged to contact the two heac 
planners of the project and let the 
know how you feel in a short message 
Ray Lee and Syeda Basira-Banur 
can be found at the following emails 


Raymond.Lee@hamilton.ca 
eplanning@hamilton.ca 


Comment on this article at: 
TheCrown.ca 


more imaginative understanding of de- 
velopment challenges and situational 
possibilities.” Ocheje believes Malawi 
as an example of this phenomenon. 
“In Malawi, the SAPs suggest that the 
government should not subsidize ferti- 
lizers, but under new leadership, subsi- 
dies were allowed over protests of the 
IMS and the World Bank and now Mala- 
wi has become a net exporter of food.” 


Comment on this article at 
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The Politics of 
Peace 


(continued from page 1) 


than being the first black man to kick 
up his heels behind the Presidential 
desk. This flies in the face of Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s dream of seeing his 
children living in a nation where they 
would “not be judged by the color of 
their skin but by the content of their 
character.” 


Some could see this award not just as 
a form of racism, but also of national- 
ism. President Obama responded to 
the award by saying, “! do not view it 
as recognition of my own accomplish- 
ments, but rather as an affirmation of 
American leadership on behalf of aspi- 
rations held by people in all nations.” 


It is little wonder that the U.S. is 
considered an “Obama-nation” in the 
world sphere. Not only has it fruitlessly 


‘ spent time telling Israeli and Palestin- 


ian children to play nice and share, 
its charismatic cult leader has also 
robbed the world of the Nobel Peace 
Prize when he has done nothing to 
earn it. 


Comment.on this article at: 
TheCrown.ca 
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Just think, a whole 
week of electricity 
free entertainment! 


That's enough! Kaillyn, 
help your mother while 
Tim and | get out the 

supplies. 


Well kids, we're finally at 
Camp Chumpy’s... 
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You replaced all our un with, 
EXTENSION CORDS!? 


Hey! What is this? And where Is the First 
Aid kit, the tent, and the cooler? 
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up here? 
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(Below) Comic provided by Kaitlyn McMurray. 
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